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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199200086 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: Bankstown
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Friday 03 July 1992
Time: 1423 hours Time Zone EST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Piper Aircraft Corp
Aircraft Model: PA-28R-201
Aircraft Registration: VH-JRY Serial Number:
Type of Operation: Non-commercial  Unknown
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Cooma NSW
Departure Time:
Destination: Bankstown NSW

Aircraft
Manufacturer:

Boeing Co

Aircraft Model: 767-277
Aircraft Registration: VH-RMH Serial

Number:
22696

Type of Operation: Air Transport   Domestic High Capacity Passenger
Scheduled

Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Sydney NSW
Departure Time: 1422 EST
Destination: Brisbane QLD

Approved for Release: Tuesday, June 14, 1994

VH-RMH departed runway 25 and was instructed to maintain runway heading and 3,000 ft before being given a
right turn.  The aircraft was under the control of Sydney Departures.  VH-JRY was being vectored to Bankstown by
Sydney Approach South where one controller was undergoing familiarisation while being supervised by a rated
officer.  Approach was given a 4,000ft altitude restriction by Departures due to runway 25 being used for departing
aircraft.

As VH-JRY came into the overhead Bankstown position, the Approach controller descended the aircraft without
co-ordinating with Departures.  When the Departures controller realised the situation, he gave VH-RMH a further
right turn for separation.
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Separation standards available to the controller were three nautical miles lateral or 1,000 ft vertical.  Analysis of
recorded radar data indicated that the closest point between the two aircraft occurred at 1422.48 hours when the
vertical distance was zero and the lateral distance was 1.7nm.

The controller undergoing familiarisation qualified as an Approach/Departures controller in 1978, although he had
not exercised his rating on a regular basis for nearly four years.  He had recently been selected for Check Control
duties on Approach/Departures.

It was the controller's first familiarisation shift where runway 25 was in use for departures and runways 25 or 34 for
arrivals.  He remembers being given the 4,000ft restriction by Departures and writing it on the strip, but he did not
underline it (indicating the restriction).  When co-ordination was received identifying the position of VH-JRY
relative to  radio station 2RN, he became momentarily confused as the radio mast referred to had undergone a name
change since he had last actively been an Approach/Departures controller.  This confusion occupied his mind until
he suddenly realised that VH-JRY was in need of descent.

The controller misidentified the VH-JRY radar return as being on the western side of Bankstown, when in fact it
was on the eastern side. He then forgot to co-ordinate with departures and descended VH-JRY.

The Departures controller reacted as soon as the situation was realised but not before a breakdown in separation
occurred.

Significant Factors

1.The approach controller undergoing familiarisation did not co-ordinate descent for VH-JRY below the previously
advised altitude limitation.

2.The rated approach controller did not exercise an adequate level of supervision.
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