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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199500695 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: Quarry
State: SA Inv Category: 4
Date: Saturday 11 March 1995
Time: 0740 hours Time Zone CSuT
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft
Manufacturer:

Boeing Co

Aircraft Model: 747-400
Aircraft Registration: G-BNLG Serial

Number:
Type of Operation: Air Transport   High Capacity International Passenger

Scheduled
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Melbourne Vic
Departure Time: 0649 CSuT
Destination: Adelaide SA

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Foreign 500.0 14500

Approved for Release: Thursday, March 16, 1995

The aircraft was approaching Adelaide from Melbourne having received an airways clearance for descent to 3000ft,
with a pilot's intercept of the runway 23 localizer.

Approximately 46km east of Adelaide the DME reading disappeared from the FMS CDU.  The captain then selected
the appropriate "FMS fix" page to reinsert the data which caused a "time out resynch" message to appear on the
FMS CDU.

It was the crews first flight into Adelaide and a correct approach briefing had been given.  Weather conditions were
perfect, the wind calm with no cloud and unlimited visibility.  The captain stated that due to the FMS problem, both
he and the first officer, who was apparently hand flying the aircraft, had had a momentary lapse in monitoring the
approach, and allowed the aircraft to pass through the localizer.
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The first officer noticed the runways of an aerodrome immediately in front of them, notified Adelaide Approach that
the aerodrome was in sight, and reacted instinctively by commencing a right turn for base leg to what he believed
was runway 23, without descending below the cleared altitude of 3000ft.

The error was immediately recognised by the crew, at the same time Adelaide Approach advised "wrong
aerodrome".  The aircraft had been positioning for Parafield, a general aviation airport situated 20km north-east of
Adelaide, and was then turned back onto the localizer for a landing on runway 23 at Adelaide.

The captain said that if weather conditions had been different he would not have spent time rectifying the DME
fault, but would have completed the flight monitoring the navigation instruments to Adelaide via the 23 ILS.    He is
to submit an ASIR to his company on return to the United Kingdom, with a recommendation that Parafield and
Edinburgh airports be highlighted on company operational documentation.
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