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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199601740 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: Denpasar
State: Other Inv Category: 4
Date: Tuesday 14 May 1996
Time: 0100 hours Time Zone UTC
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft
Manufacturer:

Boeing Co

Aircraft Model: 767-338ER
Aircraft Registration: VH-OGF Serial

Number:
24853

Type of Operation: Air Transport   High Capacity International Passenger
Scheduled

Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Singapore
Departure Time: 1420 UTC
Destination: Denpasar

Approved for Release: Saturday, August 17, 1996

An Australian registered B767 aircraft arrived at Denpasar (Bali) aerodrome at night, and amid several active
thunderstorms.  The weather forecast indicated fine weather, but on arrival, Instrument Meteorological Conditions
(IMC) prevailed.  Inside 10NM from the aerodrome, the crew needed to avoid three thunderstorms which made
instrument approaches difficult.

There was no advice to aircrew of the presence and intensity of the thunderstorms on the 'Meteorological
Information to Aircraft in Flight' (VOLMET) or the Automatic Terminal Information Service (ATIS).   Air traffic
control did not provide any updates on such storms.

Navigation was made more difficult as the main aerodrome navigational aids were overdue for calibration and the
relevant NOTAM indicated they were to be used 'with caution'.  The crew made two missed approaches before
successfully landing at the destination.  The Bali VOR approach aid had been reported to be up to 12 degrees out of
alignment, but air traffic control were able to have a ground technician ensure that it remained within  ground
tolerances to permit instrument approaches in IMC.

The investigation revealed that the aircraft engaged in performing the flight testing of the Bali navigational aids had
been placed unserviceable the day before it was due to commence testing at Bali.  The aids were to be rescheduled
for testing as a priority, once the aircraft was serviceable.
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Safety Action

As a result of the investigation, air traffic controllers were reminded by their local air traffic services management,
of their responsibility in providing accurate weather updates to aircrew.  Controllers were also reminded of the
requirement to provide such weather information on the ATIS and VOLMET services.

On request from Indonesian ATS management, Australian operators were asked to report any discrepancies in the
navigational aids to air traffic control by radio at the time of  the occurrence, so that ground technicians can
investigate the cause immediately.
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