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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as aresult of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
inany civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrencesreported tothe ATSB are categorised and recorded. For adetailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the AT SB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199601312
26km SW Sydney, VOR
NSW Inv Category: 4
Tuesday 26 March 1996
1956 hours

L ocation:
State:
Date:
Time

Occurrence Type: Incident

Time Zone ESuUT

Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft
Manufacturer:
Aircraft Moddl:

Aircraft Registration:

Type of Operation:

Damageto Aircraft:
Departure Point:
Departure Time:
Destination:

Aircraft
Manufacturer:
Aircraft Moddl:

Aircraft Registration:

Type of Operation:

Damageto Aircraft:
Departure Point:
Departure Time:
Destination:

Fokker B.V.

F27 MK 50
VH-FNI

Air Transport Domestic High Capacity Passenger
Scheduled

Nil

CanberraACT

Sydney NSW

Boeing Co

747

Air Trangport High Capacity International Passenger
Scheduled

Nil
Singapore

Sydney NSW

Approved for Release: Tuesday, October 8, 1996

Serial 20114
Number:

Serial
Number:

Numerous aircraft were inbound to Sydney, including aforeign Boeing 747 (B747) aircraft on aRivet Three
Standard Arrival Route (STAR) and a Fokker (FK50) aircraft on an Oakdale Two STAR. Both aircraft were at
about the same distance from the airfield, with the FK50 sequenced to overfly to the east for aleft circuit to runway
16L. The B747 was sequenced to remain to the west of the airfield for aright circuit to runway 16R. The FK50 was
assigned 7,000 ft and the B747 assigned descent to 6,000 ft, with a requirement to reach that altitude by 14 DME.
Thiswasin order to achieve vertical separation before losing lateral separation between the two routes as the B747
was turned downwind, through the track of the FK50.
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At 18 DME the B747 was observed on radar by the Approach South controller to be passing through 6,900 ft, and
to make an authorised left turn. The aircraft was then expected to track 049 degrees until given radar vectors, but the
B747 took up atrack of 030 degrees, towards the track of the FK50. An instruction was given to the B747 to turn
right immediately onto 090 degrees, and traffic conflict information was passed on the FK50. Because the B747
was initially slow to execute the turn afurther instruction to turn immediately was passed. Asthe B747 turned away
from the FK50, the lateral separation had reduced to 2 NM, with a vertical separation of 800 ft. The minimum
required separation standard was 3 NM laterally, or 1,000 ft verticaly.

The B747 crew were of the understanding that a clearance for avisua approach had been given, and hence turned
the aircraft onto 030 degreesto position the aircraft for aleft circuit for runway 16R. The pilot in command of the
B747 had the FK50 in sight and assessed that there was sufficient separation.
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