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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199600200 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: 46km NE Wagga Wagga, Aerodrome
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Friday 19 January 1996
Time: 1427 hours Time Zone ESuT
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Piper Aircraft Corp
Aircraft Model: PA-32RT-300
Aircraft Registration: VH-LRT Serial Number: 32R7885082
Type of Operation: Non-commercial  Pleasure/Travel
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Riddell Vic
Departure Time:
Destination: Bankstown NSW

Aircraft Manufacturer: Saab Aircraft AB
Aircraft Model: SF-340B
Aircraft Registration: VH-CMH Serial Number: 327
Type of Operation: Air Transport   Domestic Low Capacity Passenger Scheduled
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Wagga Wagga NSW
Departure Time: 1420 ESuT
Destination: Sydney NSW

Approved for Release: Tuesday, February 20, 1996

VH-LRT was on a visual flight rules (VFR) flight from Riddell via Albury to Bankstown and cruising at 7500 feet. 
The pilot was having difficulty with visual navigation due to cloud cover and as a result the aircraft entered the
Wagga control area steps without an airways clearance.

VH-CMH was on climb out of Wagga for Sydney when the crew saw LRT on a converging heading and estimated
it was 500 ft to 700 ft below.  The crew of CMH reported that there was scattered to broken cloud from 1500 ft to
flight levels.  They reported the intruding aircraft to Wagga tower.  The tower controller in turn checked with the
Melbourne sector eight radar controller who advised there was an unidentified aircraft painting at 7500 ft 25 miles
to the northeast of Wagga.  That aircraft was duly identified as LRT, the offending aircraft.
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LRT had previously transgressed twice on the trip from Riddell, on one occasion entering controlled airspace,
climbing through 10,000 ft without a clearance and on the second occasion leaving a cleared altitude without a
clearance while transitting Albury control area steps.  For this reason the Melbourne sector eight radar controller had
been monitoring the aircraft's progress but had lost radar contact when the aircraft was to the south of Holbrook.

The radar tape was monitored and revealed that a code 2000 return appeared on radar about 16 minutes later at a
position 15 miles south of Wagga at 8400 ft on a northerly track entering Wagga CTA.  It was later determined that
this return was LRT.  The tape showed that LRT proceeded in a north-north-easterly direction through Wagga
CTA and gradually descended to 7000 feet when, at 15 miles northeast of Wagga, the two aircraft were one mile
apart at the same altitude.

Factors

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the incident:

.  The pilot of LRT was not competent to navigate his aircraft in the cloud conditions existing at the time.  This
resulted in the aircraft entering the Wagga CTA without a clearance and because the Wagga air traffic controllers
were unaware of LRT, they had not arranged separation with CMH.

.  The Melbourne sector eight controller had been watching LRT, because of earlier incursions, until its return
disappeared from radar.  Although Wagga airspace is not the responsibility of the Melbourne sector eight controller,
it is considered that in this instance when the code 2000 return appeared entering Wagga airspace, the sector eight
controller should have suspected that it may be LRT and alerted the Wagga controllers accordingly.  Such an alert
should have resulted in this incident being avoided.
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