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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199701714 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: 1.6km S Roma, Aerodrome
State: QLD Inv Category: 4
Date: Saturday 24 May 1997
Time: 1125 hours Time Zone EST
Highest Injury Level: Serious
Injuries:

Fatal Serious Minor None Total
Crew 0 1 0 0 1
Ground 0 0 0 0 0
Passenger 0 0 1 0 1
Total        0        1        1        0        2

Aircraft Manufacturer: Cessna Aircraft Company
Aircraft Model: 421B
Aircraft Registration: VH-LFB Serial Number: 421B0521
Type of Operation: Charter         Passenger
Damage to Aircraft: Substantial
Departure Point: Roma  Qld
Departure Time:
Destination: Dysart  Qld

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command ATPL 1127.8 4145

Approved for Release: Sunday, December 14, 1997

The pilot performed a daily inspection of the aircraft with the intention of flying to Dysart. During this time he filled
the aircraft fuel tanks with Avgas and carried out a fuel contamination check. A small amount of water was drained
from the left fuel system. During the engine run-up checks, all pressures and temperatures were within normal
operating tolerances.
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The pilot reported that following a normal take-off, at about 100 ft, and after landing gear retraction, the right
engine lost power. He transmitted a MAYDAY broadcast which was received by Brisbane Flight Service. While
carrying out the engine failure vital actions, he thought that the engine may have regained power. However, when
the engine did not respond to throttle movements, he completed the vital actions, which included feathering the right
propeller. The pilot observed that the indicated airspeed was below the best single-engine climb speed and that the
aircraft was not climbing. He was aware of rising terrain ahead and decided to land the aircraft in a flat field beyond
the aerodrome boundary. He selected the landing gear down but the aircraft touched down heavily before the gear
had extended. The left tip tank ruptured and caught fire on impact. The aircraft slid for 120 m. and when it stopped,
the pilot and passenger exited the aircraft and the pilot extinguished the fire with the fire extinguisher from the
aircraft.

A witness reported that the aircraft took off normally but then suddenly diverged left of the extended runway
centreline. A short time later, he lost site of the aircraft behind buildings. The investigation did not determine why
the aircraft diverged left after the right engine failed.

Examination of the right propeller indicated that it had been feathered prior to the impact, while damage to the left
propeller was indicative of a low-power setting at impact.

Extensive examination of the engines and their systems failed to identify any deficiencies which might have
contributed to the reported engine failure. The examination included operating the engines at various power settings.
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