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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199803287 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: 46km WNW Kununurra, Aerodrome
State: WA Inv Category: 4
Date: Saturday 01 August 1998
Time: 1235 hours Time Zone WST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Cessna Aircraft Company
Aircraft Model: U206F
Aircraft Registration: VH-PQJ Serial Number: U20602245
Type of Operation: Charter         Passenger
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Kimberley Coastal Camp  WA
Departure Time:
Destination: Lake Kununurra  WA

Approved for Release: Thursday, December 17, 1998

The Cessna 206 floatplane was on a charter flight taking passengers from Kimberley Coastal Camp to Lake
Kununurra. During descent 25 NM from Lake Kununurra, the aircraft's engine lost power. The pilot reported that he
immediately switched the fuel selection from the left to the right fuel tank. He also selected full throttle, full rich
fuel mixture, boost pump to low prime and full fine on the propeller pitch control. The engine did not respond so he
elected to conduct an emergency landing on the Ord River. The pilot reported that the descent took about five
minutes, during which he selected high prime on the boost pump for several seconds. The engine did not recover
power throughout the descent. The landing was conducted without further incident. The aircraft was undamaged and
the passengers were uninjured.

The pilot reported that he filled the tanks before leaving Lake Kununurra for the Camp. Because of the amount of
fuel he thought was in the left tank, the pilot had intended to select the right tank at 15 NM from Lake Kununurra.
However the engine lost power before he could do so. After the landing, the aircraft's left fuel tank was found to
have about 8 L of fuel remaining, approximately 20 L less than the pilot had planned. The right tank had about 60 L.
The operator reported that the only fuel system fault was three clips that secured the left fuel tank bladder to the
wing were found undone.  No fault could be found with the engine.
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