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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199906053 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: Kempsey, Aerodrome
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Monday 20 December 1999
Time: 1530 hours Time Zone ESuT
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Beech Aircraft Corp
Aircraft Model: 1900D
Aircraft Registration: VH-MML Serial Number: UE-10
Type of Operation: Air Transport   Domestic Low Capacity Passenger Scheduled
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Port Macquarie  NSW
Departure Time: 1400 ESuT
Destination: Kempsey  NSW

Approved for Release: Wednesday, January 12, 2000

When the Beech 1900 entered the Kempsey circuit area on approach to landing, the landing gear relay circuit
breaker tripped during the landing gear extension. The tripped circuit breaker indicated an unsafe landing gear state.
The gear unsafe indication in the Beech 1900 resides flush on the landing gear selector handle in the form of a red
light in the shape of a tyre. As the Captain selected landing gear down, the gear selector handle cycled through the
transit position for a microsecond before the circuit breaker popped and the unsafe red light remained illuminated.

The Captain then entered a holding pattern of orbits above the airfield in VMC at 1500 ft AGL while the First
Officer initially attended to the landing gear problem. During the holding pattern, the crew consulted the abnormal
checklist but elected not to manually extend the landing gear at Kempsey. The crew made a decision to divert to
Williamtown where better emergency facilities were made available. On arrival at Williamtown, the crew extended
the landing gear manually and received 3 green lights to indicate that the gear was fully deployed and functioning
correctly. The aircraft landed without further incident. The aircraft Captain and First Officer demonstrated optimum
crew co-ordination and decision-making.

The aircraft's landing gear and wiring system was inspected and found to be without fault. The aircraft landing gear
was further tested on jacks and cycled without fault. As a pre-cautionary measure, the landing gear pump relay,
actuator lock switches, selector handle, and time delay printed circuit board were replaced. The extension of the
aircraft's landing gear was subsequently and successfully flight tested at varying airspeeds and attitude
combinations. The aircraft was then returned to service.
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