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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 200000924 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: 13km N Casino
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Thursday 16 March 2000
Time: 0945 hours Time Zone ESuT
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Agusta, SPA, Costruzioni Aeronautiche
Aircraft Model: 47G-3B-1
Aircraft Registration: VH-AUU Serial Number: 80342
Type of Operation: Commercial      Aerial Agriculture - Other
Damage to Aircraft: Substantial
Departure Point: Casino  NSW
Departure Time:
Destination: Casino  NSW

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Commercial 6000.0 15200

Approved for Release: Monday, March 27, 2000

After the interim completion of agricultural spraying operations, the property owner asked the pilot to disperse one 
load of insecticide over a neighbour's property. The adjacent property owner had requested this work to be done. 
As the pilot hover-taxied an Agusta-Bell 47G-3B1 helicopter towards a water replenishing point on the
neighbour's property, the cockpit bubble and one main rotor blade of the helicopter struck an unseen single strand
high-tension power line partially concealed by a shed. The pilot was able to maintain control of the helicopter and
landed safely. The helicopter sustained minor wire impact damage to one main rotor blade, the main rotor mast, and
one tail rotor blade. The pilot and passenger escaped without injury.

The water tanks were near a shed which partially concealed the wire which was at an angle of about 45 degrees to a
height of 60 to 70 feet AGL. The wire also blended into the background foliage. The pilot had visited this section of
the neighbour's property about 2 years ago. No wires were noted during this visit. The owner of the adjacent
property had not briefed his neighbour to inform the pilot about a new wire that had been erected near the water
tanks. Consequently, the pilot had not been adequately briefed by the other property owner as to the presence and
location of the recently erected wire which was in close proximity to the water tanks.
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