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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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This accident was not formally investigated by the Bureau. 
Occurrence Number: 199000071 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Cunderdin WA 
Date: 13 January 1990 Time: 1730 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 1 

 
Aircraft Details: Burkhart Astir CS   
Registration: VH-GHF   
Serial Number: N/A   
Operation Type: Private   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Cunderdin WA   
Departure Time: 1112   
Destination: Cunderdin WA   
 
Approved for Release: 29th November 1990 

Circumstances: 

The pilot reported that he had planned to fly a triangular course from Cunderdin to Cunderdin. After spending over 
3.5 hours, in difficult weather conditions, to get to his first turning point the pilot elected to return direct to 
Cunderdin. When he arrived back at Cunderdin, the pilot spent 45 minutes in the local area before returning to land. 
The pilot decided to land well into the shorter of the two runways, to reduce the effort required to move the glider 
into a hangar however, he had forgotten that the wheel brake was not working. The aircraft touched down over half 
way down the 1200 metre runway. With 300 metres to run, the pilot became concerned at the slow rate of 
deceleration and it was at this point he remembered the unserviceable wheel brake. Although he believed it would 
not be necessary the pilot decided he would intentionally ground loop the aircraft, when there was 50 metres to run, 
if it was not slowing adequately. The aircraft's speed was still close to 20 knots, when there was 50 metres to run, 
and the pilot was forced to attempt a ground loop. The ground loop attempt only succeeded in altering the direction 
of travel and the aircraft stopped after crossing a ditch and hitting a fence. The pilot advised that he did not think to 
use the airbrake to slow the aircraft once it was on the runway. 


