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CONCIAISTONS OF THE INVESTIGATION

At approximately 1620 hours E.S.T. on 21st Medruary, 1962,
a De Havilland DHO-2 aireraft, registered VH-AAP, struok
the ground 3} miles sewth-sast of Weolbreok, N.S.¥.

The airoraft was owmed and operated by g;iial Agrioulture
Piy. Ltd., and at the time eof the accident was engaged on
an agriewltural fertiliging flight.

The pilet, David Janes Mark Wills, who was the sole ocoupant
of the aivorafé, was killed in the asceident.

The airovaft was destroyed by impaot foress and subsequent
fire, but there was no damage to other property.

The pilot, 10 years of age, Reld s valid senior commercial
pilot liocencs endorsed for the alroraft typs. His total
flying experiencs amounted t¢ 3,238 heurs ¢f whish 201 hours
had been gained on DHC-2 aiveraft., His flying experience in
DAC~2 aireraft inoluded 188 hours gained in agricultural
eperations. '

The pilot's licenoce was not endorsed with an agricultural
rating and in flying the airoraft in agricultural operations

"he 4id not ccnpl{ with the previsions of Alr Navigation

Regulation 52(6A

There was a current certificates of airwerthiness for the
airoraft and no svidenoe was found of any defeot or mslfunction
which might have coniriduted to the asoident.

The airoraft was loaded within safe limiss at the time

of the aocident dut it is estimated that, at the last take-off,
the all-up-weight of the airoraft was 57 pounds in exoess

of the maxioum permissidle. Thus, in taking off, the pilot
did not comply with the previsions ¢f Alir Navigation Regulstion

- 227(7)y however the overweighs circumstanocs did not coentribute

to the scaident.

The weather was fine, the visibility was unrestrioted and the
wind was from the norih-west at 12 knote. There was no
significant turbulence.

The ajiroraft took off from an agriouliural strip to oontinue
saperphosphate spreading over a paddock siiuated en a small ridge
flanked on eithery side by rising groumd. A witness saw the
aireralt make the firzst of the four spreading rums neocessary %o
fortilize this paddook but then took no further notice of the
operations. Several minutes later the airoraft was ebserved

after it had crashed on ¢he eide of a slope adjaosnt to the

area being treated: The sireraft struck the grownd in a steep
nose dowmn attitude near rising greund whers a prooedurs tum

would have been made at the sompletion of the seoond spreading wun.

CAUSE:

The cause of this accident has not been determined bdut the most
likely explanation is that the pilet inadvertently asllowed the
airoraft to stall in a tum at low level ever rising terrain..




