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1* At approximately 1620 hours 8*S«T* on 21st Itebruary,
a Da Havilland BHC-2 airoraft, registered 7H-AAP, struck
tha ground 3fc viles «*wth-*a*t of Weelbreok, W.S.ff*

2. The aircraft waa owned and operated by Aerial Agriculture
Fty. Ltd* , and at the tima of the accident wa* engaged on
an agtiemltural fertilising flight*

3* Th* pilot, David James Mark fill*, who waa tha sol* occupant
of tha aircraft, waa killed in the accident*

4. The airoraft was destroyed by impact fore** and subseouont
fire, but there wa* no damage to other property*

5* The pilot, 30 years of age, held a valid senior commercial
pilot licence endoraed for tha aircraft type. His total
flying experience amounted t» 3*238 hour* «f which 201 hours
had been gained on BRC-2 airoraft. His flying experienoe in
DRC-2 airaraft included 186 houra gained in agricultural
operations.

6* The pilot's licence was not endoraed with an agricultural
rating and in flying the airoraft in agricultural operation*
he did net damply with the previsions of Air Xavigation
Regulation

7* Thara was a currant oartifieata of airwoythinaaa for tha
airoraft and no avidanoa was fovnd af any dafaat or malfunotion
whioh Might hava oontributad to tha aoeidont.

.̂ Tha airoraft waa loadad within safa lisdta at tha tima
af tha aooitent but it ia aatiaatad that, at tha last taka-off,
tha all-op-waight of tha airoraft waa 57 pound* in axoeas
of tha BaxioKUk fami00ibla* thus, in taking off, tha pilot
did not comply with tha praviaiaaa af Air navigation Ragulation
227(7)» howavar tha ovarwaight oiroumatanoa did not oontributa
to the acoidant.

9* Thf waathar waa flna, tha visibility was unraatrlotad and tba
wind waa froa tha north-wast at 12 knots* Thara was no
significant turbulanoa.

10. Tha airoraft took off from an agricultural strip to oontinua
anpoypBOspbata spraadin* ovar a paddook situatad an a s«all ridga
flankad on altbar sida ty' rising ground. A witness saw tha
airaraft mak* tha first of tha four spreading runs naoaaaary to
fartilise this paddook but then took no further notice of the
Operations. Several minutes later tha airoraft was observed
after it had crashed on tha aide of a slop* adjacent to tha
area being treated* the aircraft struck the ground in a steep
nose down attitude near riei&g greumd where a procedure turn
would have been made at the eompletion of the aeoond spreading run.

11* CAU3Si

The cause of this accident has not been determined but the moat
likely explanation ie that the pilot inadvertantly allowed the
aircraft to stall in a turn at low level ever rising terrain.


